
The Smarter Balanced  
Assessment System 

Smarter Balanced Field Test Training 



Smarter Balanced Estimated Testing Time* 

*Times are estimates of test length for most students. Smarter Balanced 

assessments are designed as untimed tests; some students may need 

and should be afforded more time than shown in this table.  

Field Test downtimes: 
-April 10-April 13 
-May 8-May 11 
 
-During this downtime  
time, Science ISATs, 
ISAT retakes  and/or 
EOCs (in May) 
could be administered 



Smarter Balanced Practice and Training 
Tests 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/ 

 
Practice Tests have been updated to include 

additional universal tools 
 

Training Tests now available with additional 
accommodation settings 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/


Smarter Balanced 
 

Performance Tasks & 
In-Class Activities 

http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/ELA.htm 

http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/ 

http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/ELA.htm
http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/


Smarter Balanced 

 

Technology Requirements & 

Considerations 



Technology Requirements 

PROVIDED BY THE IDAHO STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION 

• http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/commonAssessment/ 

• www.techreadiness.net 

• http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/resources/ 

– Technical Spec Manual 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/commonAssessment/
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/commonAssessment/
http://www.techreadiness.net/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/resources/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/resources/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/resources/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/resources/


Technology Requirements 

PROVIDED BY THE IDAHO STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION 

 

• http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/commonAssessment/ 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/commonAssessment/


Device Requirements 

PROVIDED BY THE IDAHO STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION 

 



Operating System Requirements 

PROVIDED BY THE IDAHO STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION 

  

Recorded webex: The 

Installation of the Secure 

Browser is posted on our SDE 

website (2/19): 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/

commonAssessment/ 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/commonAssessment/
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/commonAssessment/
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/commonAssessment/


Additional Requirements 

PROVIDED BY THE IDAHO STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION 



Field Test Hardware Essentials 



Field Test Network Information 
• Currently estimate that the Smarter Balanced assessment will 

require 10–20 Kbps per student or less. 

• The bandwidth checker is hosted at 
https://air.tds.airast.org/student/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?section=
sectionDiagnostics&c=SBAC_PT.    

• It can be run using modern versions of Mozilla Firefox or Google 
Chrome on computers with Windows, OS X, or Linux operating 
systems; Safari on tablets using the iOS operating system; and 
Chrome on tablets using the Android operating system. The 
bandwidth checker cannot be accessed using Internet Explorer. 

• FYI: Data is NOT cached!   

https://air.tds.airast.org/student/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?section=sectionDiagnostics&c=SBAC_PT
https://air.tds.airast.org/student/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?section=sectionDiagnostics&c=SBAC_PT


Smarter Balanced Tickets and  

Student Logins 

Available on page 81 of the TAM and pages 30-32 of the 
TIDE Users Guide: http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-
test/ 

• Test Administrators can generate and print test session 
tickets by exporting the information from the TIDE.  

• More information will be available in the Test 
Administrators Guide which will be released in March 

• Tickets should include the confirmation code (first name), 
SSID (EDUID) and session ID 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/


Smarter Balanced Pause Rule and Log outs 

• 20 minute pause rule – student can continue the test, moving 
forward and backwards 

• After 20 minutes the test will save and log out. The student will 
not be able to go backwards in the test. 

• For the non-performance tasks, students can restart at any 
time during the testing window  

• Performance tasks can be resumed at the place where the 
exam was stopped. The 20 minute pause rule applies. The 
logout rule also applies. 

• The ELA/Literacy performance task can be broken into Part 1 
and Part 2; math only has one part. 



Smarter Balanced Resources 

Available on the Field Test Portal:  

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/ 

 

• Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines 

• TAM (Field Test Administration Manual) 

• TIDE Users Guide (Test Information Distribution Manual) 

• Tech Specs Manual 

• About Secure Browsers for iPads and Tablets 

• Coming in early March: Test Administrations Users Guide 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/


Smarter Balanced Field Test 

Communication Tool Kit 
 

• Sample Timeline of Activities 

• Fact Sheets and FAQ docs 

• Parent Q and A 

• Sample Newsletter  

• Power Point Template 



Smarter Balanced Modules 
5-50 minute modules targeted at different audiences 

 

• Accessibility and Accommodations 

• Test Administration Overview 

• Test Administrator Interface 

• Performance Task Overview 

• What is a CAT? 

• Let’s Talk Universal Tools 

• Student Interface 

• Technology Requirements 

• TIDE (Test Information Distribution Engine) 

• What is a Field Test? 



Smarter Balanced  

Additional Resources 

• Test Security Log 

• Text-To-Braille Technology Requirements 

• Test Timing Documents 

• User Checklists 

• Multiplication Tables 

• Keyboard Commands 

• Parent/Guardian Letter 



Smarter Balanced SDE Resources 

Available on the SDE Webpage:  

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/commonAssessment/ 

• Monthly Memos 

• Parent Letters 

• FAQ Documents 

• Technology WebExs and Power Points 

• This PPT Presentation and an archive of the 
recorded session from Boise 2/24 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/commonAssessment/
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/commonAssessment/


Smarter Balanced TIDE System 

 

TIDE Log In and Student 

Information Uploads 

 
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/ 

 It will be important for your district to determine protocol for 

permissioning users into TIDE – who can permission and at what level? 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/http:/sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/http:/sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/http:/sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/http:/sbac.portal.airast.org/field-test/


Smarter Balanced SDE Contacts 

-TJ Bliss, Director of Assessment and Accountability 

  tjbliss@sde.idaho.gov, (208) 332-6842 

 

-Angela Hemingway, Statewide Assessment and 
Accountability Coordinator 

  ahemingway@sde.idaho.gov, (208) 332-6976 

 
-Toni Wheeler, Special Education Statewide Assessment 
Coordinator 

  tcwheeler@sde.idaho.gov, (208) 332-6957 

mailto:tjbliss@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:ahemingway@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:tcwheeler@sde.idaho.gov

